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xca Department of Defence
Introduced Dec 80 J
DOWNGRADING OF CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS

PART 1 — REQUEST FOR DOWNGRADING OF CLASSIFIED DOCUMEN

el

1.  The document/s listed below are considered to be overclassified and it is requested that their classification be reviewed.

2. If downgrading/declassification is agreed, please state new classification in column (g); otherwise insert ‘Nil Change’.
The classification/s or other marking/s considered appropriate are shown in column (f) below.

l Descripti i

: ption, eg letter, Date of Present Proposed Revised
FRES JAvsiaronce e report, file etc Origin | Classification Classification Classification
| (a) (b) (c) L (e) (f) (g)

gﬁ ) 1

"

“DEFINITIONS OF SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

1. TOPSECRET ' —-. Official matter the unauthorised disclosuré of which would cause EXCEPTIONALLY GRAVE
TR o DAMAGE to National Security. To be used with the utmost restraint.

i. :
*d .

£ BEAEYT " - fou:lnl matter the unauthorised disclosure of which could be expected to cause SERIOUS
g ﬁAMAGE to National Security. To be sparingly used.
3. CONFIDENTIAL - _-Oﬂl(:iﬂ matter the unauthorised disclosure of which could be expected to cause DAMAGE
. to National Security. Most National Security matter will merit classification no higher than
4 : _ CONFIDENT!AL.
4. HESTRICT ED - - Offlcial matter ‘the unauthorised disclosure of which could be HARMFUL to National Security.

NOTE: The ‘privacy’ or covarmn markmg system should be used rather than a iecurlty classification if official
matter requires protection for reasons of administrative privacy rather than National Security.

PART 2 — AUTHORITY TO Downenme CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS
To: From:

ONCEASCC ﬁxez) KM Aybece  WezersE

1. Please note that the document/s listed above should now be graded as shown in column (g) above.

2. Other addressees of the document/s listed above have been informed of the revised classification.

Yol . W CISC S SO

1 S S O S i L SIDRERNE e it Lot Rt bt thsissinnssiae iiisossivirs. TRONRTIGTSR ..o iiinseniatebasiinkty

/&U ASec '
NAA: A6456, R029/284
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T0: 0.I.C./CENTRAL REGISTRY

F‘RO}I{=.'I'.\'i‘lltli.‘-l‘llili..

DOWN-GRADING OF CLASSIFIED FILE

cos File No. SA 5*405,1 ! ] herewith has been examined and 1
am satisfied that the classified papers therein - folios

28 Q5 %))

no longer warrant their original classifications.

2 I recommend, therefore, that the file be reduced in
classification from Secerel 0 Waslricled .
SUPERINTEITDENT

¢

Enc.

Secretary,

Security Reclassification Committee,
Building 120,

CONTRACTORS AREA.

Referred for necessary action.

0.I.C./CENTRAL REGISTRY

a3
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CONFIDENTIAL
.’1“5’.1 INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

TO DIR:-;CTUR’ YOUR FILE No.
ABAFONS RESEHARCH oL fRE L.

SATISBURY  «. 3 G 2410176

FROM (Branch or Establishment) FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO

S.F.C.> A

¥
-

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT - oA

rﬁ= =

SUBJECT

VARALEL G RANF

- il S ——

I the near fubture the Gove will consider
the future of the Maralinca Renge. IThe Zr-ilsh Government
hes served notice that 1t "hes no Future reouwarsuaents for

use of the area and during the past severzl nonths.a
British worki: party nhes been engdgea in earrving out
verious tasks ;ECE~‘f”f before the Range is closed Or re-.

oriented to othexr ek Slares

It | e rnent will decide tas®
the ZRange faciliilles be retaired Zor & period of 'sowe ;ears
unday curcisier arrangements.  Loid 17 mean that th
current o1 -ensnce strength of abow 3 70 (}rluarll“
Britisn) will depart, 2nd there will reusin an Australian
ozrebakers team Of 3 ne. I% is anticipated this change
could occur about mid-Seotember, 1967

Your s Aditanaist: re-Officer : 53?@“*
Of 7 _zer wisitec Laryalinga receil T eonsld ssible

accounting arr graents To auply agsels re ”ﬂE at

the Range. 3Beyoud this clig 3% 18 nece v 60
steblish thes authority o W e garsteker sitaflf ghould

renort, anc L Whorn ) 1 s PUCTLONE d

S} P gAY 7 : -“d'ri § U | zommel & TS,

procecnre: apply B0 entry oeithne 25y BTCe, 1 need
HWo;: T2 com _Lea. NG one egpect will respresent

a1 ¢cledls: effort but there 1g the need 1o e8La 1y 8
the .ubsss of any cereétaker arrangement, proper liues oI
control. Of course the costs of the caretaker tea ! will

not ve a charge to Joint Project.

It seeums logicel et . 0of the lMarallngs
Aresa, assuming the Goverament .~ de to proceed TO
the caretaker arrange Gy SO . e3t=olished in South
Australia, and I would be glad of your Jo isideration of
a ;rop“:al that the rezponsi 1Ty, be p 0e* with s&y The
Reconnaissance Group of /.R.d.., 1L gou coree with this

proposal I would suggest that the angrc:ri:te of fic SH

Maralinga in the near future -ud estadl . with the Hang
Commander, Lt. Cols &% R. Gordor, & forus. organisaticnil
link.

I would appreciate zdvice of your views on

foregoing.

L me —

B | i.:- - ,5_.-‘..-:] \i J:I -lj_ljn--i

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284
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INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

REGISTRY USE ONLY
10

CHTEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER,
WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT,

SATL.ISBURY, S.A. OUR FILE No.
C . 31/1/I2 -
FROM (Branch or Establishment) FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO
K. McKnown, ®xt.309.
FINANCE BRANCH OATE  NOW.AGRS
S.F.C. 3.4.) [876]). C.D.O, 5150 ;"‘} AT ~~';
I YOUR REFERENCE \

SUBJECT

POST OFFICE ACCOMMODATION IN COMMONWEALTH-OWNED AND
LEASED BUILDINGS. REFERENCE s- MY C.31.1.2

OF 27TH JANUARY, 1;6?, :
2 L.

Would you kindly advise whether the Department of Interior
has assessed rentals for buildings used by the Postmaster-Ceneral's
Department at Woomera, Woomera West and Maralinga.

Vo
/ ‘
ﬁ'(a.s. MCINTYRE),
ﬁéﬂ' Assistant Secretary gFinanceZ.
ZOPY ONI
)
ON FI -71ﬂ5135&? "
T R O A
National Afchives of Australia L S o NAA: A6456, R029/284




National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284



S.FC 3,40 (0763,

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM

REGISTRY USE ONLY

Chief Administrative Officer,
Weanons Research Establishment,

SALISBURY. S.A.

OUE FILE No.

C.31/1/2

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO

FROM (Branch or Establishment)

K.Martin., £xt.309.

I YOUR REFERENCE

.J-.'...,

National #

FINANCE BRANCH. ~ - .
€.D.0. 5150 / 3. 8% ‘Y 4 9
SUBJECT
POST OFFICE ACCOMMODATION IN COMMONWEALTH f'

OWNED AND LEASED BUILDINGS. -
MY REF. C.31-1-2 OF 27th JANUARY. 1965.

It would be appreciated if you would advise whether

the Department of Interior has assessed an adequate rental
charge for the occupancy of Supply buildings at Woomera and
Woomera West and for buildings utilised for postal services

at Maralinga.

=3
~ -2
| L A

for (K.McKNOWN)

A/g. ASSISTANT SECRETARY (FINANCE).

ORIGINAL PAPERS
ON. FIL

NAA: A6456, R029/284

2%

4
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"INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

1O CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER,
WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT

SALISBURY. S.A.

\ 7

DUE: fll..!3ﬂi./ 1/2

FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO

FROM (Branch or Establishment)

FINANCE BRANCH | v e
S.F.C. 3.4, (874]). C.D.O. 5150 o ]
l YOUR REFERENCE

SUBJECT

POST OFFICE ACCOMMODATION IN COMMONWEALTH
OWNED AND LEASED BUILDINGS

In December last, we received a communication from
‘the Commonwealth Treasury 1n regard to a Cabinet direction that
the Post 0ffice, as a business undertaking, was to bear the
full commercial cost of providing Post Office services.

The extract from that communication is as follows:=-

"We realise that difficulties may arise in assessing
rents acceptable to both the Post Office and yourselves.

However, subject to this aspect we propose that rental
and other costs be charged as from the 1lst July, 1965."

Will you please arrange with Department of the Interior
to advise what would be an adequate rental charge to the Post

Office for its occupancy of Department of Supply buildings at
Woomera and Woomera West and for the building s utilised for

postal services at Maralinga.

| (R. . McINTYRE)
A/G. ASSYSTANT SECRETARY (FINANCE).

— —

—_— e ——

ORIGINAL PAPE
ON FILE No.775/3

i

National Archi{/es of Australia il .' . . NAA: A6456, R029/284 J
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l TELEPHONE: 32 0261

TELEGRAMS:
“SUPDEP." MELBOURNE,

Fos. DRESS: BOX 2288 U.
. MELBOURNE.

s 6012/1/155
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA '

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

: | 339 SWANSTON STREET,
I MELBOURNE. C.1,

| g o |
Head of Staff, £ s
BeDoReBsSe

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES « MAR: ¢

Tho Meteorologlcal stations at Haralinga and
Giles were established ianitially to provide data required
- in connection with the U.K. Atomic Tests in Australia. .

‘hilst thaese teosts are no longer conducted the two stations
remain eperative providing information needed by Woomera and
supplenenting the overall Meteorological Bureau system. In
addition they have special application to aircraft required

to operate into or from either location,

J In order to reduce expenditures some thought has
!-. been given to the possibility of closing either the Maralinga
8 or the Giles statiens the former for part of each year, the

| latter possibly completoly, However, correspondence on the
subject makes 1t clear that the needs of the UK.y of WeReEe,
and of the Meteorological Bureau, cannot be deternined in- -
dependently, but could probably be resolved by holding a
nmeeting of Interested parties to assess these needs including
the division of costs, manpower and equipment,

It is therefore proposed that at a date to be
“determined, but not earlier than mid - February 196% -
representatives of the following should meet in Melbourne to
discugs the whole auestion:-

British Defencce Research Supply Staff
Rescarch & Development Branch

Weapons Research Establishment

Bureau of Meteorology

Attached for informaticn is a copy of a memorandum
from the Director, Bureau of leteorology, and the comments of
Director 5 Wellells 1

Will you kindly nominate a representative who may
be contacted diract vhen the date of the meeting is firm,

N

fOE (JiL- .
CeCs aiﬁegtor \ 6 iz %
sdhelle 273 i - 3 n&- \a 7
S ! : > |
alisbury i Sk : 3 &9 oL ‘1\1
Your file SA5399/1/1 refers R ; A3 3‘35 —
oy
for (J.L. KNOTT) S e

c.D.0, 2928

e e o r—— %
National Archives of Australia " NAA: *’ R676/284
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UNCLASSIFIED Bk

CHIEFT SCIENTIST
S5A5399/1/1
R.W. Boowoll, X101

\  WEAPQNS RESEARCH ESTABLISIDIERT
13th December, 1963,

CILES ITTECRCLOGICAL STATICN

A

The letter from thq/ﬁirectoz' of lloteorolozy attached
$0 your memorandum 0f the 26th November very adequataly sums up
the value of Giles 23 far as tho Estiablishment is concorned,
and I would mercly like to add that the weather factor which
would nermally prevent trials being carried out at Woomera is
the presence of cloud, and that the most offective methed of
forecacting this is through the radio sonie measurements made
at Giles and laralingae.

I viould fcel that CGiles is a necessary adjunct both
to the Commonwonlth Meteorological Service and to ourseclves
and the argunont really revolves around the question of the
allocation of coats,

In this rogard on a recent inspection of Cilles it
was very apparcnt that thoe technical support of Ciles in
commnications, navigational aids and wind {inding radar could
more opproprintely come f{rom the Egtablislhment whereas radio
gondes should remain a technical responsibility of the
moteorological office, The appropriate division of cost could
well be that the J.Pe could be rogponsible for tho general
adninistrative support and technical provision and support in
tho ficlds montioned above, while the leteorologlical office
provide staff and all radio sonde equipment,

(5ep) R W. ROSWELL

DIRECTOR

ON FILE No Sheaqq)

| oriaIn AL PAPERS j
Natipnéivﬂrchives 0 3
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E . B et
SF.C, 3.4.1, (MAR, 59.) -I'-\]TERNAL MEMORAND_U_M__ DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

0.0. 2855 _
‘ ; 10  DIRECTOR YOUR FILE No.
| WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT  |———r
FROM (Branch or Establishment) 'I FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO
RESEARCH "AND DEVELOPMENT . e
' > 6 HOV 139

SUBJECT

GILES METEOROLOGICAL STAT ION

Ll
/»"
On 31st October the Director of the Bureau
of Meteorology was requested to comment on the effects
of closure of Glles Meteorological Station, should this
action be taken as an economy measure. A copy of the
memorandum was referred to you for comment.

Attached is a copy of a reply received from:
the Bureau of Meteorology, which indicates that in
the opinion of the Bureau Giles 1s of considerable

importance.

| I should like to have your comments as soon
~as possible on this matter, especially in relation to
the need for retention of'éiles for Joint Project work,

and the possible value for this purpose of the present
meteorological facility at Maralingae.

Yy =

' NAA: A6456, R029/284
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COMMONWILLTH BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY
. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

P.O. BOX 1289 K
MELBOURNE, C.1.

18th November, 1963

Secretary,
Department of Sup ly,
Box 2288U, G.P.0.,

VJLBDUQVE

GILES METEOROLOGICAL STATION
Your 6012/159 of 31.10.63 refers

When Giles meteorological station was established,
' the statement was made in Department of Supply Weapons
Research Establishment General Administrative Orders for

the station that it is a key observatory for the |
advancement of meteorology not only in Australia but in

the southern hemisphere.

2 Experience has shown that the station is
extremely valuable for general meteorological purposes .
and virtually essential for the provision of meteorological
service at Woomera. From both points of view the closure
of Giles would be extremely unfortunate.

3. Considering the requirement of Woomera alone,
the meteorological component in the success of trials is
the ability to forecast with a high degree of accuracy:

(a) ecloud cover and precipitation over an
area of 100 miles square, '

(b) wind speed and direction to a height of
at least 100,000 feet.

L, You are familiar with the highly specialised
and detailed programme of meteorological observations
which is conducted at Woomera to obtain an accurate
picture of exicsting weather conditions there. It is
equally important to be aware of changes which are

approaching from the west and northwest to forecast
future conditions.

5.4 Giles at approximately 259s latitude 1s located
near the core of the sub-tropical jet stream and fills a
large gap in the electronic upper air observing network
between Woomera and stations on the southwest, west and
north west coasts of the continent.

6. Giles is therefore a particularly valuable place
at which to observe fluctuations in the strength of the
jet stream and to detect changes in the moisture content
of air masses moving towards Woomera from the west:.and
northwest. Recent discussions with Officer in Charge,
Meteorological Office Woomera, a few days before the
receipt of your letter have demonstrated very vividly the
importance of Giles as far as Woomera is concerned.

&,

National Archives of Australia NAA: AB456. R029/284
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14" Giles obgervations are also of national
importance for: -

(a) fire weather warnings in the southern

p 2
Sh&teS-

(b) flood warnings in the southern and eastern
otates, :

(¢) general forecasting.
S For provisiorn of meteorological service at

Woomera and in the national interest generally, it 18
therefore most important that Giles be retained.

(Sgd.) W.J. Gibbs

(W.J. GIBBS)
Director of Meteorology

Ngtional Archives of Australia

- -'-.-#'

NAA: A6456, R029/284
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o P T | me I need |
! J 3 . - f i D |
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W.R.E. £

The following communication has been received from Assistant
Secretary, Research and Development, and is forwarded for your infeormation
mmwm«mmmwdmmmﬂmnm
:

"At the 17th Meeting of the Board of Management for
Atomic Weapons Tests, the Range Commander, Maralinga, expressed
concern at the lack of personal continuity in the attendance of
Protestant Chaplains at the Range. Under the existing system
of supplying Chaplains, in 8 months 11 different Protestant
Chaplains visited the Range, most being there on only one or
two occasions. Colonel Henderson also said that
twthohlmofthisyurvillhanl.mmm-
September and Christmas during which the Range will be without
a Protestant Chaplain.

It was suggested to the meeting that some greater
continuity might be achieved if the Chaplains at Woomera take
some measure of responsibility for Maralinga, and the Chaplain-
Mdmmmmnhqmmmtdhtah
this suggestion up with the Committee of Chaplains."

QF“’P“!W T \WOO] OO\
l‘il-}"ﬁ' i -'I‘ : = I a --' HL—-'\JUW
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secaama ) INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF 'SUPPLY
0D.0. 2855 l_. — e -~
TO YOUR FILE No.
~ DIRECTOR
WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISEMENT, [ovaw _'
f ol ¥ | SALISBURY. S.A. 6012-1-185
[~ 00 TS - \| FROM (Branch or Establishment) TOR/ECaEs SN
R B N 4 5 L T o |
= a%Y o RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AT
nll-=-=#rj======— = )
- suBJECT

CHAPLAINS FOR MARALINGA

" At the 17th Meeting of the Board of
Management for Atomic Weapons Tests, the Range
Commander, Maralinga, expressed concern at the lack
of personal continuity in the attendance of Protestant
Chaplains at the Range. Under the existing system
of supplying Chaplains,in 8 months 11 different
Protestant Chaplains visited the Range, most being
there on only one or two occasions, Colonel Henderson
also said that arrangements for the balance of this
year will leave % weekends between mid-September and
Christmas during which the Range will be without a
Protestant Chaplain,

It was suggested to the meeting that
some greater contlnuity might be achieved if the
Chaplains at Woomera take some measure of responsibility
for Maralinga, and the Chaplain-General of the
Australian Miiitary Forces was requested to take this
suggestion 'up with the Committee of Chaplains, 0

The foregoing is referred for information -
no reply has yet been received from the Chaplain-General,

ssistant Seecretary,
EARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

~ A O

L
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{ CONFIDENTIAL _ q
N —
S.F.C. 3.4.1. IMAR, 59.) \' NAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

T

an B YOUR FILE No.
O DIRECTOR SA5393/8/11
. WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT,  [outrieie
4 SALISBURY. S.A. 6012/1/147
Q FROM (Branch or Eilal?lishmcnl) FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO
O RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.

ORIGINAL PAPERS
ON FILE No.s#s=

/2 /, MARALINGA PUBLICITY

Ministry of Aviation Headguarters have
drawn the attention of U.K.D.R.S.S. to correspondence
between your establishment and C.J.B. (Constructors
John Brown Limited) on the subject of photographs of
Maralinga. Ministry of Aviation have withheld release
of the photographs pending Australlian agreement.

As you are aware, Maralinga is still an
extremely sensitive subject politically. DBoth the
Prime Minister's and External Affairs Departments
cuite recently have declined to permit some relaxation
of the publicity ban imposed on activities at Maralingae
The attitude taken was that nothing should be done
which might draw attention to Maralinga, even though
no nuclear testing has taken place there since 1957,

Ihe proposal for release of the photographs
selected by WeR.E. and cleared by Mr. Byatt was referred
to the Prime Minister's Department for guidance. The
Prime Minister's Department has now ruled that from the
point of view of the Australian Government there would
be no advantage and some risk involved 17 The reguest
from Constructors John Brown Limited were to be agreed
to, and the request should be rejected. This rejection

is consistent with a policy established in 1962,

It is unfortunate that the firm has been
given the impression that, subject only to clearance by
the United Kingdom, photographs of Maralinga may be used
in their brochure. All matters relating to Maralinga
and involving the release of information held by
Australian agencies is subject to approval of Australian
authorities through the medium of the Boa:d of llanagement
for Atomic Weapons Tests. It is appreciatec that your
officers have acted in good faith in corresponding with
the Company but it is polnted out that this matter should
have been referred in the first instance to this office.
Would you please ensure that Staff who may be called
upon to take action in relation to Maralinga are reminced
that the responsibility for Maralinga rests with the
Board of Management for Atomic Weapons Tests and the
Range Commander, Maralinga, in so far as matters affecting

Australia are concerned. i P
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TELEPHONE: 32 0261
. TELEGRAMS:

- w '"PDEP.” MELBOURNE,
YJDRESS: BOX 2288 U.

POSTA |

o RRR " ke 601201147
A | | COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA |
‘"  DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY
| ®) ' ’
* . _ ] | 339 SWANSTON STREET,
—= j MELBOURNE, C.1,
| Q | 1 4 JUp 1953
O Head of gtaff, | Tt
( J HoKaDoReSeSe

CONFIDENTIAL 20ATE

o — —

MARALINGA PUBLICITY

Jou will recall that during April
WeReE» forwvarded to Mr. K.Ge. Wooﬁ Ministry of
Aviation, GW(A)5, seven photograﬁhs of various ine .
stallations at Maralingas These photographs were
for use, if approvedy by the UK. firm Constructors
John Brmm Limited in a Company brochure. AsS a
result of concern expressed by your Ieadguarters in
the U.K. the Seccretary of the Board of ! anagement
for Atomic Weapons Tests was asked to exanine and
advise on the propriety of publishing the photographs.

In view of recent experience in the matter
of publicity relating to activities at Maralinga, it
was thought advisable to clear with the Prime I—Einister's
Department the question of whether photographs of
Maralinga should be released, even though the photographs

- themselves would not relate to current activitics atv

the Rangee It was thought that should approval To the
use of tho photographs be given, it nmight be advisable
to insist on the inclusion in the Company brochure of
solected wording to ensure that no impression wvas

" given that the work illustrated was of recent date.

¢ o8, 200N

The approach to the Prime Minister's Depariment was
therefore made on the above basis,

The Prime Minister's Departmenty in cone
sultation with the Department of Defencey, have now
advised that from the point of view of the Australian
Government there would be no advaniaze and some risk
involved 1f the request from Constructors John Brown
Limited were to be agreed to. Rejection of the request
on these lines is consistent with a policy established
in 1962 in relation to publication of items of intorest,
relating to dMaralinga, in Service magazines and papers.

I should be glad therefore if you would
inform M.0C.A. Headquarters that the chpany's request
cannot be approved.

CeCo Director : |
Weapons esearch Establishment, |

SALISBURY. S.ak

CONFIDENTIAL

National Archives of Australia % . NAA: A6456, R029/284
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60-0261 Ext. 559 | Lt ' T VOR
TELEPHONE: X3GEX _.

TELEGRAMS:
“SUFDEP,” MELBOURNE,

m:lf‘ o
AWBs: DMH COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

" ory 249/152/78

339 SWANSTON STREET.
MELBOURNE. C.1.

— '-rn‘_“
The Secretary, _,@L{; O
L N )
Board of Management, o NN\
Atomic Weapons Test, 18 e 4 R\
339 Swanston Street, MR ¢ T )~ TR
. o AT S Y e
}Ig 1 f 4 ‘-IUIJ" 19 ' | ~]
\X\-H-f'* Hf‘{‘fé I iy N
Claim by Dr., A.J. Buchan RN, i

of Maralinga for a fee

Mr. P. Farrington, Kitchenman at Maralinga, lodged
a claim for compensation in respect of caustic soda splash in
eye which occurred at work.

Dr. A.J. Buchan, Range Medlical Officer, Village
Hospital, Maralinga, furnished a report in which he recommended

that Mr., Farrington should be referred to an Eye Specialist.
Dr. Buchan added - "My fee for this service is 1:2/57--.

It is understood that Dr. Buchan is acting as locum

tenens for the re Medical Officer and is being paid a fee
by the Commonwealth for the period that he will be employed at
Maralinga.

We have not had a claim of this nature previously
and your advice would therefore be appreciated whether Dr.
Buchan is entitled to claim a separate fee for supplying an
official report in a compensation case.

CeCoe ol
apahs earch Establishment,
Box 14 GeP.0.,
) S.A

C.D.0. 2838 PE7R

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284 L
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All communications should be @
ad lo:
HE DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN,
Box 1433), G.P.O., ADELAIDE
TELEPHONE: 8316911

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

Froom,
In reply quote No. AWR:EJE Da Costa BuiLbing,

3rd April 1962

Chief Administrative Officer,

Dept. of Supply, 3 \\ \
Neapons Research Establishment, e __1((”_ :
-

SALISBURY. SOUTH AUS.
———e DL 2H AUS

Dear Sir,

CENSUS 1961: AREAS OF NON-MUNICIPAL TOWNS

I have received a request from the Commonwealth Statistician, Canberra,
for details of the area of the towns of Woomera-Maralinga for the purpose of
preparing density tables for the 1961 Census.

From 2 town plan of Woomera obtained at the 1954 Census an estimate of
120 square miles was made, However, no maps are available of the town area
of Maralinga to enable that area to be measured,

“ould you please advise me whether figures of the areas of the two towns
are avallable. The result, as for all Census data on the towns, would be
published only as a combined figure,

Yours faithfully,
2

b 3

-

(:JaL-J . Aitchiaﬂn)
_ UUIMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN
“

| ORIGINAL PAPERE
| ON FILE Noﬁ?*;"‘slil

T e S ————

National Archives of Australia
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All communications should be

~f addressed to:
.‘ THE DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN,
' Box 1433), G.P.O., ADELAIDE

TELEPHONE: 816911

In reply quote No. AWR: EJE - 68 Gimu. S‘r'l.m
ADELAIDE i

Chief Administrative Officer, -
Dept. of Supply, f‘\x \ \
Weapons Research Establishment, _ E'ile N

SALISBURY. 30UTH AUS.
SALISBURY. SOUTH AUS

CENSUS 1961: AREAS OF NON-MUNICIPAL TOWNS

I have received a request from the Commonwealth Statistician, Canberra,
for details of the area of the towns of Woomera-Maralinga for the purpose of
preparing density tables for the 1961 Census.

Dear Sir,

From a town plan of Woomera obtained at the 1954 Census an estimate of
1420 square miles was made. However, no maps are available of the town area
of Maralinga to enable that area to be measured,

“ould you please advise me whether figures of the areas of the two towns
are avallable. The result, as for all Census data on the towns, would be
published only as a combineqd figire., |

Yours faithfully,

7 n
o e U s e

rrrrrr

TERW {Q.L.J. Aitchison)
oo dONWEALTH STAT1ISTICIAN
- e, “m

f S

HIGINAL PAPERE | < A O\
s NS " RECEIVF ) %

| ' 284
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| Reference No. . ....P/,?/.Q?..... Date ﬁ//

Pectld

SUDJECT seeetbtconcegsebecsisvonse lllIllIl!llffilllliilli saeee

/m@m.......:Z:Z:::::::.:

* Has/H*e been transferred to File .ﬁ‘(f...

¥ Cross out which is not applicable,

' CRs2552 '
14th November, 1961
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PRIORITY 1313551K 4
FM MARSU 023/13 5?/ . / /
. TO UKPRSS MELBOURNE o
~ SUPPLY MELBOURNE
. UKDRSS SALISBURY
- BPLS CANBERRA (MELB PSE PASS)
. NOIC ADELAIDE (PASSED)
. MELCOMMAND ADELAIDE (PASSED)
. RAF EDINBURGH (PASSED)
RAAF EDINBURGH (PASSED)
f;lm:n.'f ADELAIDE RSO
INFO WRE SALISBURY
RANGE SUPERINTENDANT WOOMERA (PASSED)

UNCLAS A2/447 COLONEL JK LYNCH TAKES COMMAND MARALINGA

RANGE FROM 13 NOVEMBER ON RELINCUISHMENT OF COMMAND BY
. COLONEL RP WOOLLARD

1316241K Nov UKDRSS (SALS) LPS

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284



nlamum;
(E2Z2A9) ATDOON THAMEITHIAITUT TVAY |

ATUTJASAM GHAIBIDD 2THAT NOMYJ XL JEHOJ00 TAANEA PAJWY .
ummmmmmum*

9l (&JAZ) 22amu vou

National Archives of Australia e NAA: A6456, R029/284




MARALINGA RANGE SUPPORT UNIT,

MARALINGA,
“ SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

MAR/176/P4.
J& ul 61

The Controller,

Weapons Research Edtablishment,

SALISBURY,

South Australiae.

Box 1424H, G.P.0O. Adelaide. Y

PROVISION OF GRASS AND TREES FOR MARALINGA

Reference your SA 5311 of 22 Jun 61.

1. It is advised that a satisfactory substitute far New Zealand Noss
Lewn has now been planted, and the Salt Water Paspalum suggested will not
now be reguired,

24 It is advised also, that the trees requested have now been received,

%.m@_ Major,

Senior strative Officer.

National Archiv_eg oi Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284
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FILE ¢ OPY

WR 4583

UNCLASS PRIORITY sa 531V

FROM 3 MURPHY FACILITIES WEAPONS
TO & ALLAN SUPPLY OFFICER ROCRAN

WeReE. WAS AGREED ToO MAKE AVAILABLE To MARALINGA RANGE SUPPORT

UNIT A TOTAL OF 82 ¢ EIGHTY)TWO TREES EX TE AREORETUM WOOMERA
MOR AREA BEAUTIFICATION AT MARALINGA,

" FOR THEIR DESPATCH To MARALINGA A.

WOULD YOU PLEASE ARRANGE

WATSON ATTN ReS.M.. MARTIN,

REQUIRE 24 (TWENTYFOUR)
HIM

DEPT OF WORKS ABORICULTURIST WILL

HOURS NOTICE' FEFORE DESPATCH ToO ENAELE

TO SUITABLY PACK TREES FOR TRANSPORT TOMARALINGA,
TREES MAY BE DESPATCHED

PLEASE ADVISE R.S.M. MARALINGA BY TELETYPE OR TELECOM WHEN EACH

FATCH IS BEING DESPATCHED,

TIME SALS 1034 21.6.61 s8S,

i
e s e

D TS SR —

 ————

National Archives of Aust(alla
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NAA: Ab45

IN TWO OR THREE EATCHES AS MoOST CONVENIENT,

-
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MARDOS RAIDITIO YITTUR2 MALIA & oT

TROIIU2 IIMAA ADMIJAGAM OT LIGAIIAVA INAM OT GIIMDA 2AN AW
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ALV AJMLIARAM SICHAMMOD TOWAA OT (I22IMACA 34 CIUONZ 27T

1ITW TRIAUTIUDIAOHA Z2XMHONW 70 TIIA JMITHAM ..M.2.8 WITA HOZTAR
ZI9AMT OT HOTATRIQ 340734 IDITOW 2AVOH (AUDTYTHINT) A8 IATUREA
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UNCLASBIFIED

sk.5311 h

South Australia,

Reference is to your Mar/176/VEL of 10th March, 1961.

24 On the question of the suitability of & grass known as " New

Zealand Moss Iawn" for planting in the Maralinga Area, the Department
of Vorks aboriculturalist has replied as follows i~

"The New Zealand Moss Iawn"™ has not been tried here at Voomera
because of doubtful reports from Adelaide, It is very doubtful
if this Moss would survive at Maralinga - firstly, because of
climatic conditions and secondly, and most important, water
supplys It is believed that the water supply contains a high
percentage of salt."

D It is therefore suggested, that a grass known as salt wvater
Paspalum be tried. On the Zlat October, 1959, the following information
was received from the Director of the Adelaide Botanic Gardens -

"These runners should be planted immediately in much the same

way 88 couch grass runners are planted, and approximately the
same distance apart, As soon as growth appears a light dressing
of sulphate of ammonia can be applied, and at intervals of 4 to
6 weeks similar dressings can be given during the growing season,
(September to April). This grass is no
its great advantage over most lawn grasses
it will thrive vhen vatered with

Seed of this is not available, therefo

or runners, +‘hese were obtainable from M.P.
Street, Adelaide, If planting of this grass
September, roots could be supplied from the Arboretum, Voomera,"

Supplies of salt water Paspalum ¢an be supplied in rooted form
Woomera if you are prepared to wait until September. Further, it
desired to confirm that a further 6 (six) dozen trees as requested
Mar/176/WEL will be made available ex the Arboretum Voomera,

De The Supply Officer, W.R.E, Voomera, has been requested to arrange
for the despatch of all 82 (eighty-two) trees requested as scon as possible,
and advise R.S.M, Meralinga vhen they are to be despatched.

6e It is suggested therefore, for further progress reports on the

supply of the above trees, you contagt Mr. J. Allen, Supply Officer,
WeReBsy Voomera, direct.

Te Vould you also advise if supplies of the rooted form of Salt Water

Pagspalum are likely to be required in September, and if so, the quantity
. 1ikely to be requested.

*,

| National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456. R029/284
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The Contreller,

]

MARALINGA RANGE SUPPORT UNIT,
MARALINGA,

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
MAR/176/Wel,

28 Apr 61

Weapons Research Establishment,

SALISBURY,
South Australia.

PROVISION OF TREES FOR MARALINGA

six (6? dozen trees.,

proval is requested for the provision from WOOMERA of

2. WOOMERA have been advised by telephone, of the types of
trees required and advisé that these are available,

| NationaI_Arch_i_ves of Australia

M Ma jor,

Senior Administrative Officer,

NAA: AB456. R029/284
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TELEGRAMS : COMWORKS
TELEPHONE : 83 69

in Reply Please Quote

61/659...........

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

DEPARTMENT OF WORKS,
DA COSTA BUILDING, 68 GRENFELL STREET
BOX 1421 H, G.P.O., ADELAIDE, S.A,

14th April, 1961.

The Controller,

Weapons Research Establishment, 5073
Box 1424H, G.P.O., ’ |
ADELAIDE

MARALINGA VILLAGE : SUPPLY OF TREES FROM WOOMERA
Reference your SA.5311

Forwarded herewith is an extract of a letter from the Project Officer
which fully covers your letter SA.5311.

It is understood that Mr. Murphy, W.R.E., will arrange through
Mr. Jack Allan, W.R.E. Woomera, to pick up the trees. It is presumed,
therefore, that you can arrange for 24 hours' notice of picking up the trees.,

The Salt Water Paspalum can be supplied in rooted form from Woomera

if you are prepared to wait until September,

(Colin Alexander)
DIRECTOR OF WORKS

National Archives of Australia T NAA: AB456. R029/284
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EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM PROJECT OFFICER

"(a) On twenty-four (24) hours notice from W.R.E. that plants will be
required, they can be made ready and packed for onward despatch.

(b) The New Zealand Moss Lawn has not been tried here at Woomera because,
of doubtful reports from Adelaide. It is very doubtful if this Moss
would survive at Maralinga - firstly because of the elimatic
conditions, and secondly and most important, water supply. It is
believed that the water supply contains a high percentage of salt,

It is therefore suggested that a grass known as Salt Water Paspalum
be tried. On 21st. October 1959 the following information was
received from Director of Adelaide Botanic Gardens:-

"These runners should be planted immediately in much the same way
as couch grass runners are planted and approximately the same
distance apart. As soon as growth appears a light dressing of
sulphate of ammonia can be applied, and at intervals of 4 - 6

weeks similar dressings can be given during the growing season,
(September to April). This grass is not drought resistant but its
great advantage over most lawn grasses is in the fact that it will
thrive when watered with comparatively high saeline water. In fact,
water which is almost brackish will in no way affect it. At
Stansbury where we have this grass growing, water containing a very
high degree of salt has in no way harmed it" 4
Seed of this is not available, therefore it is grown from roots or
runners, These were obtainable from M.F. Hodge and Son, Gilbert Street,

City. If the planting of this grass can be delayed until September,
roots could be supplied from the Arboretum, Woomera, "

National Archives of Australia NAA: A64§6_ R029/284_
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SA5311

AREA BEAUTIFICATIO! ARALINCA VILLAGE

Reforence is made to your MAR/176/WEL of 10th lerch, 1961,
2e Department of Works have bdeen reguested to mske available
to you twenty (20) trees as rogquested,
3 These will be despatched by rail to Watson as soon as possible
warked for your attention and teletype advice of their deapateh will
also be given,
4 Department of Works have also heen asked to advise on the

sultability of the New Zealand Noss lawn for the Marelinga Area, and
if unsuitable to advise on a suitable substitute,

Se You will be informed of thely recomvendation as soon as it
comes to hand,

i National Archives of Australia NAA: AB456 R029/284
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Yould you please arrange for the Supply of Twenty (20)tree
pmw&mhmtm:lnﬁﬂa:hm. it

Bs- Loafl samples of the two types of trees desired have been
sent to the aboriculturalist Vocueras
3. The trees should be forwarded by Rail to Wateon addressed

ﬁammmmmmm Attention Major Lamghlin

and teletype advice to ot of their '
e Bt s lajor O'Loughlin despatch should

4o Yould you 2180 please advise if a grase known as New
Zeslend Nose lown is suitable for planting in the Maralinga Avea if
not could you advime the most suitable alternative.

e Tour early reply would be sppreciateds
@fou W. GIBBERD
Lid . (. _
Jrs CONTROLLER/PL ANNING

National Archives of Australia NAA: Ac456, R029/234







MARALINGA RANGE SUPPORT UNIT,

' | MARALINGA.,
| SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

MAR/176/WEL.,

JO lMar 61

The Controller,

Weeapong Nesearch Establishment,
SALISBURY}

South Australia.

AREA BEAUTIFICATION - MARALINGA VILLAGE

1. Provision is requested from WOOMERA of twenty
(20) tree plants for area beautification at MARALINCA.

2e Leaf' samples of two (2) tyoes of tree originally
procured from WOOMERA and now growing successfully in this
area have been forwarded to the Head Gardéner at WOOMERA,

wno advises that orders must be placed through the Department
of Works Liaison Officer at W.R.E. SALISBURY.

e Advice 1s requested also on the suitability of a
grass known as "New Zealand Moss Lawn"™ for planting in this
ared.

MJ%I: A olonel,

Range fComnander,

ol o L,

Sl
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TELEPHONE: 32 0281

TELEGRAMS:
EP.,"” MELBOURNE.

POS RESS: BOX 2288 U. In Reply
G.P™ MELBOURNE. Quote: R, 242/5/7
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY
339 SWANSTON STREET.

MELBOURNE. C,1.

23rd November, 1960,
Controller,

Weapons Research Establishment,
SALISBURY, S,A.

Following discussions with United Kingdom
officials who visited Australia recently, consider-

ation is being given to a number of aspects
concerning Maralinga which will be advised at a

later stage,

Meanwhile, it has been decided to recreate
the position of Chief Executive Officer, and
Mr, D, Syme (Secretary, U,K,D.R.S.S,) will act on
behalf of the Board, in this capacity.

J(SU

(J, L. KNOTT)
Secretary,

o

NTIAL

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456+R029/284
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UNCLASSIFIED | X

124/2/1

B. P. Olesen Ext.6504.
19th September, 1960.

Although it is understood that the Australian Services
Task Porce at Maralinga is required to meet costs normally applicadle
to 2 service establishment, no copy of the agreement with the United
Kingiom suthorities has been received at W.R.E.

However, since the inception of the project debits have
been raised against the three arms of the Australian Services for
rations while laundry services which, im the first instance, are
%o the Maralinga Project after deductiom of the proportion applicabdle
%0 Army persommel on the basis of stremgths shown in the monthly

manday retumn.

This establishment them debits Maralimga Project, Navy and
ReA.A. 7. om the same basis,all tramsactions being processed against

Naralings Punds (Pivisiom 690).

‘ The Accountant Officer, R.A.A.F. Base Squadron, Edinburgh

bas rejected a laundry account for the period September 1959 -
Jaxuary, 1960 and rendered om 2nd Jume, 1960, on the ground that such
charges are mot & debit ageinst R.A.A.F, funds.

As all accounts for similar services have been paid, it
would be appreciated if an aprroach could be made to Department of
Alr %0 fssue the Accountant Officer, Edinburgh with the relevant
authority to emable him to certify the W.R.E. Account.

In order to avoid a similar impasse on changes in servioce

scoounting appointaents, could a copy of the Services agreement
on satters referred to herein be forwarded for retentiom as a

reforeonpe dooument by this Establishment?

uJ "_ : v -

ogd) T- 9"

i~

it G
PAA 724/2/ l.
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UNCLASSIFIED X ?‘L

ASSISTAKT SECHETARY,
RESEARCH AND DE

T24/2/1
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE

B. P. Olesen Ext.6504.
SALISBURY

19th September, 1960,

Task Force at Maralinga is required to meet costs normally apnlicable

to a service establishment, no copy of the agreement with the United
Kingiom suthorities haes been received at W.R.E.

However, since the inception of the project debits have
been raised against the three arms of the Australian Services for

rations while laundry services which, in the first instance, are

borne by Department of Ammy S.A. have been debited by that department
to the Maralinga Project after deduction of the proportion applicabdle

%o Army personnel on the basis of stremfths shown in the monthly
manday return.

This establishment then debits Maralinga Project, Navy and

ReA.A.F. om the same basis,all transactions being processed against
Maralings Punds (Pivision 690).

The Accountant Officer, R.A.A.F., Base Squadron, Edinburgh
has rejected a laundry account for the period September 1959 -
January, 1960 and rendered om 2nd Jume, 1960, on the ground that such
charges are not a debit against R.A.A.F. funds.
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As all accounts for similar services have been paid, it
would be appreciated if an ap-roach could be made to Department of

Air %0 issue the Accountant Officer, Edinburgh with the relevant
authority to emable him to certify the W.R.E. Account.

In order to avoid a similar impasse on changes in service
scoounting appointments, could a copy of the Services agreement
on matters referred to herein be forwarded for retention as a
referenge dooument by this Establishment?

Vol

CHIEP ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER.

A 7241201

| NAA: A6456, 29/28:
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DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY

sre.s gt s INTERNAL MEMORANDUM
X 0 YOUR FILE No.
PU/ LECH SECT. OUR FILE No
'S4 5311

F—

FROM (Branch or Establishment)

FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO

R.P. Bonnell 184

DATE

Actg. S/01D

17th August, 1960 |

=

SUBJECT UNIDENTIFIED LIGHT - MARALINGA

The phenomena seen at WEWAK area could have been

a ref'lection of distant vehicle lights on a low inversion
layer. This would only be seen when the lights were directed

towards the inversion layer or haze and would disappéar when
the vehicle turned. 1f' the atmosphere was clear the light
peams would not be seen until they reached the inversion

layer,
7 ; -“-?

W .

/ ;ﬂ AR D T ST,
: - *_-;»«-,._I"(:-u-..._

o

(Rer. Donnell)
Actg. S/0ID

National Archives of Australia

NAA: A6456, R029/284
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| CONFIDENTL el

5*’-“-‘;';5- ® INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY
| TO YOUR FILE No.
The Controller,
W.R.E., OUR FILE No.
SALISBURY, YA 2/32/1
F FROM (Branch or Establishment) FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO
" 12th August, 1960. |

——

SUBJECT
UNIDENTIFIED LIGHT — MARALINGA
The attached reporty M518/1 of 24th July, 5/1.26(5/\41?&
of 26th July, 1960 and 5/126/ 5/WRA of 5th August, 19 ﬁowarqu'
as requested, ! { € AU T
2. Your advice would be appreciated if enqﬁ%ﬁes réveal
of interest. ) ./ W.

Ren

(A, B CARTER)
Regional Security Officer, SA,

1/
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Me518,1 24th July, 1960
UNIDENTIFIED LIGHT - WEWAK AREA,

The Range Commander,
loxelinga.

At Wewak, the site of the Vixen "A" tests, approximately
15 miles from Maralinga Village, are a mmber of static balloons used in
instrumentation, At 7.15 pem, on 15th July, 1960, a telephone report was
received from Constable Hubert Dave SCARBOROUGH, who is stationed on the
site, that a balloon had burnt in the air, The Balloon Officer made an
inspection and found that all balloons were intact.

2e The Constable was questioned and said that he was sitting
in his caravan at approximately 7.5 pems when his attention was drawn to
a light, of approximately the power of bright moonlight, playing on the 5
ground, He left the caravan and saw what he described as a white light
travelling from East to Wesat, As it appeared to come ncarer, or grow

laxger, it turned to a red colour, Because of its position and height he
thought, at first, that it was a balloon afire and reported it as such,
Owing to lack of knowledge as to distance away it was found difficult to
estimate the size of the light, The only fact contributed that could

assist was that the light appeared to occupy 1} to two degrees of the
horizon, The Constable thought that the light burned for thirty seconds,

3. | Constable Richard Herry MAXWELL who was outside the

to come from the direction of Wewak a distance of 2% miles, As far as he
knows the light did not play on the ground his immediate vieinity, The
light had made so little impression on his mind that he failed to mention
it to his companion when he returned to the caravan and recalled it only
when he received a telephome call from the Constable at Wewak inquiring
if the light had been witnessed at Roadside,

| The light was observed from the Village at about the same
time by the following persomel -

2/945 Capt. Keith Angus ROSS, Catering Officer.
Trevor James HOSKINS, Techmical Assistant, Health Physies Group,
Russell McFarlane KINGSIEY, Fitter, Department of Mines, and

Ian Kermeth HASKARD, Supervising Technician, P.M.G's Department,

All gave, more or less, the same description, They saw a light over the
R.EJLE, Workshop Building in the Village and coming from the general
direction of Wewak., There was some disagreement as to the duration of
the light; this varied between two and fif'teen seconds, The discrepancy
could be explained by some people seeing the light some seconds after it
had first appeared, The person who saw it for fifteen seconds was able
to reconstruct his movements at the particular time and it is thought that
his estimate is reasonable, While an agreement could not be reached as to
the exact time all agree that it was some time after 7 p.m,

De Inquiries, with negative result, were made of Woomera in
firing had taken and was witnessed in this area, The same
was used to contact a survey party fram Exoil Pty, Ltd, who were
in the vicinity of Eim in an effort to discover if they had

as

witnessed any phenomenon such as a meteor, The result was negative,

+ COMNTFETINERI A S fée A
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6+ A suggestion that the light could have been produced by
a photo=flash from a high-flying aircraft was discounted, INo aircraft
was heaxrd at the time and, in any case, no kmown photo-flash has a
duration of anything like fif'teen seconds,

Te wﬁomlmwuldhauﬁo'hm-hw'.m
questioned in case the light was the result of a practical joke,
Assurances were given that no member of the Scientific parties were

responsible,

8e One practical suggestion was made by a Scientific Officer

\ that the light could have been caused by "St. Elmo's fire", The Balloon

\ Officer said that, although the balloons are "earthed" sometimes static

| electricity does bulld=up sufficiently to eleetrify the anchor vehicle,
Three balloons are in line with the position where the light was observed
from Wewak and approximately half a mile distant from the caravan, At
such a distance it is understood that 1% degrees of the horizon could be
calculated to approximately 40 feet, Opportunity was taken during a
vigit to Adelaide to attempt some research into static electricity at the
Adelaide Public Iibrary, No reference book produced gave muich useful
information, The following description of "St. Elmo's fire" was extracted
from an encyclopaedia =

"eeethe glow accompanying the brush-like discharges of
atmospheric electricity which usually appears as a tip

of light on the extremity of pointed objects such as

cihureh towers or the masts of ships during stormy weather,
It is commonly accompanied by a crackling or fizzing noise,”

Se Mr, Oliver Harry Twurner, Health Fhysics Officer, who
possesses an inquiring mind, made an independent investigation and
extensive calculations, He is of the opinion that the light was not
the result of a natural phenomenon but caused by an unddentified flying
object; either a come from a satellite or a "flying saucer,"

10, It is felt that all avenues of inquiry at Maralinga
have now been covered and that it is not possible to positively identify
the source of the light, It is felt, however, that the light was the
mltordthera-tmorataﬂcolml.dﬁ

11, Submitted,

SGD, JJ.A. BANLON
Security Officer, Maralinga

CONFIDENTJAT
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' | DEPARTMENT OF  SUPPLY

Weapons Regearch Esgtablishment

- m—

SUBJECTs UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS.

5/126/5/WRA,

26th July, 1960.

'Regional Security Officer (S.A.),
ADELAIDE,

On 18th July, 1960, Mrs., lMavis FULLER wife of the owner of De
Rose Hill Station (approx. 500 miles N.W. of Woomera) advised the under-
eigned that persons on their station had observed an unidentified flying
object at 1910 hours on Friday, 15th July, 1960.

L Mrs, FULLER stated that she was inside the house but observed a
bright light through the open door followed by two loud "bangs.,"

3 Hearsay evidence of her son was that the object travelled from
approxe. south West to East over the homestead, changing colour from white
to red and the "bangs " followed sighting by about two minutes.

be The above times coincide with reports by Security Officer, Maralings,
and Mr, W. B, MacDOUGALL, Native Patrol Officer at present in North West of
the State, has been requested to obtain a full statement from personnel at De
Rose Hill Station on his return trip to Woomera (approx, end of July).

5 Following request to MacDOUGALL, Giles Weather Station advised that
at approx. the same time a sighting was made at Giles on a bearing 100°T at a

height of about 15° above the horizon. The object appeared as a reddish glow
which faded and then came on again,

6. Principal Officer, Satellite Tracking Station has been advised of
these reports but he has no official sightings reported. The casing of
Sputnik IV was predicted to re-enter on 18th July, 1960,

(SGD) A. G. HALDEN

Security Officer,
WeeBe Range, Woomersa

-.-r-uw-m.

r._ ¥ 'EH-. _1'111]:L- & i s ' l.. e -_:. . d ; 1 , i ﬁ
E T 5} i
1. . : 1 i d y o

_National Archives of Australia | e " NAA: 76456, R02g




| Archives of Australia | NAA: A6456 R029/284




Regional Security Offieer (SA),
ADELAIDE,

5/126/5/WRA,

5th August, 1960,

Further to my report of 26th s 1960,
attached hereto is copy of report submi by the
Native Patrol Officer.

(A, G, Halden)
Security m.ﬂ'.

J.R.Z.Range, Woomera.
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 INTERNAL MEMORANDUM, _ DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY,
To Range Security Officer,

From Native Patrol Officer,
WOOMERA. 3/8/60,

Sub ject:

As requested by youl, I gathered as much information
as I could about a light seen on the evening of Friday, 15th

July,
2 This light was seen by men playing badminton against
me at Giles, Eutﬂatod time, between 1930 and 2000 hours, It

was seen at a bearing of approximately 100 degrees from Giles,

It was reported as seen first at approximat 15 degrees
above the horison as a bright green flash, ¢h faded and

ended as a red streak to the ground,

3 It was reported by Natives at Ernabella as a spirit
manifestation,

4. It was seen, but not well remenbered, by women at
Kenmore Park and Kulgera,

5e Mrs, McFadden at De Rose Hill, stated that she had
seen it in the South-East, and that it had appeared like a

flash of tropical lightning, and was followed minutes later
by a great rumble,

6. It 18 understood that Frank Quinn and other members
of Beadell's party also saw 1it,

(Sgd, ) W, B. MacDougall,

Native Patrol Officer,

oy
4
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MEMORANDUM OF ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE
UNITED KINGDOM AND AUSTRALIAN GOVLRNMENTS

Atomic Wegpons Proving Ground - Maralinga

1“} 4
Introduction:

Clause l« The Australian Government and the United Kingdom Govern-

ment being agreed on the desirability of establishing

| a proving ground for atomic weapons and the Australian
Goveriment having offered to make a site available for this
purpose in South Australia, this Memorandum sets out the
principles which the two Governments agree shall govern
the establishment of this site as a proving ground and its
use for atomic weapon trials.

Conditions as_to occupancy of gite :

2e The Australian Government will make the gite at
Maralinga in South Australia as defined in the annex to this
Memnrandum available to the United Kingdom Government as a
proving ground for atomic weapons for a period of 10 years
which may be extended by mutual agreement.

e The use of this site by the United Kingdom
Government in accordance with this agreement shall be free
from all rent and similar charges.

Lo During the currency of this agreement the Australian
Government will take such steps as may be necessary in
accordance with the laws and regulations in operation in
Australia to proclaim the area defined in the annex as a
prohibited area.

De On the termination of this Agreement the United .
Kingdom Government shall have the right to remove and dispose
of all moveable facilities and equipment provided at the
expense of the United Kingdom Government.

Nature of Tests to be carried out:

6o No thermo-nuclear (hydrogen) weapon will be tested
on the site.

o An agreement of the Australian Government will be
obtained before any atomic test is carried out on the sitee.
For this purpose the United Kingdom Government will provide
the Australian Government with sufficient information about
the nature of any proposed test to enable the Australian
Government to satisfy itself that the test can safely be
carried out on the sitee Such information should be made
available only to properly authorised persons in accordance
with the security arrangements agreed between the two
Governments.,

ssnsl

s |
l INDEXED |
-_——-—-.
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Safety:
Be The United Kingdom Government will be r esponsible

for undertaking all practicable measures on the site to
ensure that any tests carried out there do not cause injury
or damage to persons or property.

e In collaboration with the United Kingdom Government
the Australian Government will set up and operate a chain

of fixed monitoring stations at agreed sites in Australia and
will meke the information from these '.-asurements avallable
to the United Kingdom Government,

Claims for Compensation:

10, Tr.e Australian Government will take all reasonable
steps to exclude unauthorised persons from the prohibited
areas

11, The United Kingdom Government undertakes to

indemnify the Australian Government in respect of all valid
claims arising out of the death or injury of any person or
any damage to property dve to tests carried out on the site,
except for claims made by any employee or servant of a
Government other than the United Kingdom Government
authorised to be within the prohibited area specifically in
connection with tests on the site.

12e The United Kingdom Government accepts liability for
such corrective measures as may be practicable 1in the
event of radio—active contamination resulting from tesc¢s
on the site,

Australian access to site:

13 Subject to such safety and security arrangements
as are agreed by the United Kingdom Government authorised

officers of the Australian Goverrment will be allowed access
to the site.

1. By agreement with the United Kingdom Government the
Australian Govermment will have the right to construct
and/or install facilities and equipment for tests in the
course of atomic weapon trials on the site and to send
official observers to be present at any test on tae site.

nformation and effects:

1bs The United Kingdom Government will proviide the
Australian Government with all the data compiled as a result
of tests on the site about the effects of atomic weapons for
both civil defence and military purposes. Such data shall
however only be made available to properly authorised persons
in accordance with the security arrangement agreed between
the two Governments.

16, The Australian Government will similarly make
availlable to the United Kingdom Government information about

the results of tests of Australian facilities or equipment
tested on the site.

Ilill/3
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Control of the Projecti:

17 A Joint Committee of Australian and United Kingdom
representatives under the chairmanship of a representative
of the Australian Depar*ment of Supply will be set up in
Australia to consider all matters of joint concern in
relation to the establishment and maintenance of the
proving ground and to the arrangements for any trials thereon
as may be approved from time to time and to advise the

| responsible departments through their respective represen-
tativess The functions of the Commi:iiee will include the
co-ordination of all activities within Australia of the

| United Kingdom and Australian Government Departments and

| Authorities, and their agents concerned with the project,

and such executive action in matters of joint concern in

Australia as may be agreed by the representatives of both

portiess

Financial Arrangements:

18, A separate financial agreement will be negotiated
between the Australian and United Kingdom Governments in
regard to costs of this project.

1%, Nothing in the agrcement shall be regardcd as
precluding the participation in atomic tests on the proving
ground of osher menbers of the British Commonwealth of
Naticns as may be mutually agreed by the Australian and
United Kingdor Gowernments.

20, Unless provided to the contrary in any s eparate
financial agreement which may be made between the two
Governments, this agreement shall te deemed to be made on
the understanding that all costs will be to the account of
the United Kingdom Government.

CANBEREA’ Al Cq Ti

—

7th March, 1956

SECRET
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Memorandum of Arrangements between Australia and
United Kingdom Governments in regard to allocation
of the costs of establishing and maintaining a
proving grovnd for Atomic Weapons in South Australia,
and for any tests carried out thereon.

This document is intended to be read in conjunction
with the Memorandum of Arrangements between the Australian
Government and the United Kingdom Government concerning the
establishment in South Australia of a proving ground for
atomic weapons.

2e Complementary to the arrangements outlined in

that document regardiag the terms and conditions on whiIch the
Austrad ian Government agrees to make the site at Maralinga
avallable to the United Kingdom Government for use as a proving
ground for atbmic weapons, this Memorandum sets out the financilai
cbligations of the respective Governments in respect of the
establichment and maintenance of the proving g round and of the
arrangements for holding such tests thereon as may from time to
time be approved.

Allocation of Costs

e It is agreed that subject to paragraphs 4 and 5
hereunder, the United Kingdom will bear all costs in connection
with the astdblishment and maintenance of the proving ground and
of any tests ccrried out thereon.

Lie The Austrsl ian Government will bear -

(a) the cost of any agreed target response or other tests
carried out specially at the recuest of any Australian
Government Department or authority;

(b) the expenses of any Australian personnel authorised
at the request of the Austral ian Government to attend
any trials held on the proving ground; and

(c) the costs of providing such Australian Service
personnel as are agreed upon by the JLustralian
Government from time to time for specific tasks
at the Maralinga Proving Ground.

De The Australian Government will, through appropriate
Departments and organisa*ions, provide such administrative
assistance as is practicable in directions appropriate to their
functions without cost to the United Kingdom Government., Where,
however, such assistance cannot be rendered without additional
cost to the normal functioning of such Departmentis, the additional
cost concerned will be met by the United Kingdom Government.

6e The hustralian Government agrees that any installations
or facility provided at the expense of the United Kingdom
Government in Australia will remain the property of the United
Kingdom Government and, as provided for in Clause 5 of the
Memorandum of .Arrangements, be subject to removal or disposal

on termination of the main agreement.

o n e/
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(e If it is mutually agreed between the Australian and
United Kingdom Governments that another member of the Dritish
Commonwealth of Nations should participate in tests on the site,
the allocation of any expenses of personell authorised tvo be
present at the result of the saild member government and of any
cosvs of agreed tests carried out specifically at the request of
the gaid member government will be separately arranged between
the United Kingdom and Australian Governments and the other
Government concerned,

8, The cost of fares of United Kingdom personnel travelling
to and from Australia and whilst in Austral ia, and the 2ost of
Australian personnel travelling to and from the United Kingdom

and whilst in the United Kingdom, will be borne respectively by the
United Kingdom and Australian Governments.

Do The provisions of this Memorandum of Financial

Arrangements may be gltered by mutual agreement between the
Australian and United Kingdom Governmsnts.

CANBERRA
7th March, 1956.

SECRET
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

Prime Minister's Department,

Canberras.

7th March, 1956

The Ofricial Secretary,

Office of the High Commissioner for
the United Kingdom,

CANBERRA, 2.C.T.

Dear Sir,

I refer to your previous recuests that the Australian
Government provide certain Service personnel for specific tasks
at the Maralinga Proving Ground,
In accordance with paragraph L(c) of the Memorandum
of Financial Arrangements, the Australian Government has agrged
to provide and bear the costs of the following Service personnel
for the purpose of undertaking the tasks set out below in respect
of the 1956 series of tests -
(1) For building the firing areas and operating the
range esse 127 (approx.)
(1i) For headquarters and domestic support eese 61 (2pPpProx.)
In addition, the Australian Government has agreed to provide
and bear the costs of Service personnel estimated between 4O and 50,

for the care and maintenance of the range between trials.

Yours sincerely,

(A:i.i Oe BI"QTm)
Secretary.

SECRET

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456. R029/284 .




National Archives of Australia

NAA: Ac6456, R029/284




®

This file was

o — — —— —— ——

CLOSED on .. % 7/ . ég

For subsequent papers see __ __.6_0_5_ __..;S:ﬂ_)‘v\—"d

Index Action

Fully Indexed
Titles Only
No Indexing

_ National Archives of Australia

File Examiner

\

NAA: ABZ569R029/284 J




()
b}

| National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284




INDEXED

Date Folio

Subject’Name




